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Tolu is not standing alone. Her com-

mitment and the commitment of many 
other Dreamers is what inspires me to 
continue this effort for the DREAM 
Act. 

There are so many others like Tolu 
who are living a life of uncertainty. 
They have amazing accomplishments 
in their lives, and yet they can’t use 
the degrees they have earned to make 
this a better nation and to have a 
whole life of their own. So last month 
I reintroduced the DREAM Act. Tolu 
joined me on that occasion, with Sen-
ator HARRY REID, who has been a 
strong supporter; BOB MENENDEZ, our 
Hispanic colleague here in the Senate; 
and RICHARD BLUMENTHAL from the 
State of Connecticut. 

Here is what Tolu said: 
Passing the DREAM Act is critically im-

portant to me and so many others. I don’t 
believe I am entitled to anything more than 
what this great Nation has taught me—that 
we all have a right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

She is right. Thousands of immigrant 
students in the United States were 
brought here as children. It wasn’t 
their decision to come, but they grew 
up here, they made it their home, and 
they are prepared to make this a better 
Nation. 

Some of my colleagues have come to 
the floor of the Senate criticizing the 
DREAM Act because people under the 
age of 35 are eligible. They say the 
DREAM Act should really only benefit 
children. They ignore the obvious: In 
order to qualify for the DREAM Act, 
an individual must have come to the 
United States as a child, just like Tolu. 
Now she is 30 years old. She has been 
waiting patiently for 10 years. To say 
she is now ineligible because we have 
not acted I think would be fundamen-
tally unfair. 

Today we had an interesting speech 
which I listened to on the floor. It was 
the first speech—so-called maiden 
speech—of our colleague, Senator 
MARCO RUBIO from Florida. It was an 
excellent speech, and I complimented 
him afterward. Among the things he 
talked about was the contribution of 
immigrants to the United States. 

I am a first-generation American. My 
mother was an immigrant to this coun-
try. One hundred years ago, in 1911, her 
mother brought her at the age of 2 into 
this country. My mother didn’t become 
a citizen until her mid-twenties, after 
she was married and had already had 
two children. She was a very proud and 
hard-working woman, raised a good 
family, I think—I am a little bit par-
tial—and now her son is a U.S. Senator 
from Illinois. 

This is not just my story. It is not 
just my family’s story. This is the 
American story. This is who we are, 
immigrants who came to this country 
and risked everything to be a part of 
America and only asked for a chance— 
a chance to make this a better Nation 
and to create a better life for them and 
their families. The DREAM Act will 
give thousands of young people across 

America that chance to become a part 
of America’s future. It is the just and 
fair thing to do to make us a stronger 
Nation and to keep our promise that 
we are going to be fair in the way we 
administer the laws. 

I urge my colleagues to take a look 
at the version of the DREAM Act that 
has been introduced. I urge them as 
well to join me as cosponsors. We will 
work carefully with other countries 
and other nations to make sure we 
demonstrate to them the sense of fair-
ness that is part of America. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the importance of 
the Emergency Medical Service for 
Children, or EMSC, Program. Recently, 
we celebrated National EMSC Day, an 
annual event raising awareness about 
the need to improve and expand spe-
cialized care for children in the 
prehospital and acute care settings. 

The EMSC Program holds great per-
sonal importance to me. More than 30 
years ago, Senator HATCH and I, on a 
bipartisan basis, took note of the sys-
tematic problems and deficiencies sur-
rounding emergency care for children. 
With these deficiencies in mind, we au-
thored legislation to address the gaps 
in emergency care for children. 
Through the support of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the Surgeon 
General the bill became law in 1984 au-
thorizing Federal funding for EMSC. 

For over 25 years now, EMSC, which 
is administered by the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration’s, 
HRSA, Maternal and Child Health Bu-
reau, has been doing truly amazing 
work. With just over $20 million a year, 
EMSC works with all 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, and the U.S. ter-
ritories to educate emergency medical 
personnel. In addition to educating and 
training health care professionals, 
EMSC supports research at leading 
governmental and academic institu-
tions so that our children are treated 
with cutting-edge technology and serv-
ices. 

The EMSC Program addresses the en-
tire continuum of pediatric emergency 
services, from injury prevention and 
EMS access through out-of-hospital 
and emergency department care, inten-
sive care, rehabilitation, and reintegra-
tion into the community, while ensur-
ing the ongoing involvement of the 
child’s primary care physician. It 
serves the unique needs of children in a 
way no other program can. Over the 
years, we have also funded various 
projects for emergency care. I thank 
my colleagues for supporting the inclu-
sion of a 5-year reauthorization of the 
EMSC Program in the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act. 

In recognition of all that EMSC has 
done and will continue to do for this 
Nation’s children, several experts gath-
ered on Capitol Hill last month to hold 

an educational briefing in conjunction 
with EMSC Day. Sponsored by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, staff 
heard from Dr. Elizabeth Edgerton, the 
new branch chief for EMSC and injury 
prevention at the Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau at HRSA, who described 
the EMSC Program and what it has ac-
complished. Katherine Dixon Hert, 
EMSC program manager, Office of EMS 
and Trauma at the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health, recounted the 
devastation of the recent tornadoes 
that swept through the State of Ala-
bama; the challenges in caring for chil-
dren often separated from their par-
ents; and the pediatric deaths that oc-
curred. Lastly, Joseph Wright, M.D., 
M.P.H., F.A.A.P., principal investi-
gator and medical director of the 
EMSC National Resource Center, 
shared his experience of ‘‘growing up’’ 
with the EMSC Program as part of the 
original cohort of board-certified pedi-
atric emergency physicians in the 
United States. 

I do not know a parent or grand-
parent who would advocate for any-
thing but the best care of our children 
during an emergency. The EMSC Pro-
gram has filled a void that existed 
within the EMS system prior to its in-
ception. Many experts have identified 
the need for a lead agency for EMS in 
the U.S. While such a lead agency 
could improve optimal emergency care 
and response, any reorganization of 
Federal EMS Programs must maintain 
the EMSC Program as a freestanding 
program. Without the EMSC Program, 
children’s medical and treatment needs 
will not be met. I would like to honor 
and thank the many hard-working 
Americans that work daily to serve 
and save our children. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO J. DAVID HOOD 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor a faithful public serv-
ant on the occasion of his retirement. 
J. David Hood, the regional commis-
sioner of the Public Buildings Service 
for General Services Administration’s 
Great Lakes Region, is retiring on July 
1, 2011, after 40 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the Federal Government. David 
heads an organization that is respon-
sible for more than 35 million square 
feet of Federal offices and workplaces 
in nearly 1,000 buildings owned or 
leased by GSA. He also manages over 
$1.2 billion in construction and renova-
tion projects throughout the region. 

David joined GSA’s Great Lakes Re-
gional Office in 1971 as an intern before 
becoming a real estate appraiser, a 
project manager, director of planning, 
and eventually serving as deputy as-
sistant regional administrator, Public 
Buildings Service. In 1993, David moved 
to the agency’s former Federal Supply 
Service, FSS, where he served as as-
sistant regional administrator for 9 
years before taking the same position, 
now regional commissioner, with Pub-
lic Buildings Service. He is a member 
of the Federal Government’s Senior 
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